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World Conference on Drowning Prevention 2011
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World Conference on Drowning Prevention 2011

GAPS

What do we need to know?
Stakeholders identify knowledge needs

What do we already know?
WSNZ commissions literature review

Results 
fed back to 

stakeholders

Research Priorities & Objectives for Next 3 
Years

Key Issue
Sector needs to know what is & is not 

working

Outcomes
• Responsive, timely research findings 

disseminated to sector on priority 
issues

• Evaluation tools provided to assist 
sector in determining what 
interventions work

World Conference on Drowning Prevention 2011
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Australian Water Safety Conference 

World Conference on Drowning Prevention 2011
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Objective Year Output Outcome

Male incidence of Drowning 2011-2013 1 research report

1 research report 

summary

Programmes and strategies developed or 

refined to reduce the male incidence of 

drowning.

PhD Scholarship 2010 1 Academic Thesis

6 Conference 

presentations

5 Journal articles

Pending.

Socio economic and cultural 

issues

2012-2013 Knowledge to reduce socio economic and 

culture issues with regard to drowning.

Survivability and causation 2011-2013 Programmes developed / refined to take into 

account actions that increase survivability or 

reduce the risk of drowning.

Evaluation and outcome 

monitoring tools

2012-2014 National outcome and monitoring established 

across water safety sector.

Responsive sector research N/A 1 report on canyoning

1 summery report on 

canyoning

Inform the need for standards, policies or 

qualifications for canyoning in New Zealand.

World Conference on Drowning Prevention 2011

1. Research concerning drowning in New Zealand has been 

largely epidemiological because of logistical and ethical 

barriers that exist.

2. Little scientific information exists on physical behaviours 

manifested during drowning situations. 

3. Limited behavioural analysis on cold water immersion.

RESEARCH

World Conference on Drowning Prevention 2011
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Australian Water Safety Conference 

ACTION

• PhD Scholarship.

• Research project – 3 phases.

• Phase One.

Australian Water Safety Conference 

– What is the initial behavioural response to sudden water immersion?

– How do detailed physiological and behavioural responses to sudden 

water immersion vary across relevant water temperatures and to 

what extent are the behavioural responses accounted for by 

underlying physiological responses?

– Does swimming proficiency influence the behavioural response to 

sudden water immersion?

– How does the initial response to sudden water immersion influence 

subsequent survival behaviour?

PHASE ONE
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