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Unless there is a death 
or a serious near death 
accident, there is no 
requirement to report 
the rescues, first aid 
cases and near misses

Do we know there is a problem?

So……..
We are not sure, but some high profile cases and verbal 
reports from clubs and lifeguards suggest there is a problem
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The problem?……….

But it does not include the 
provision of water safety at 
events

Sporting governing bodies 
have own risk assessment 
and safety management 
practices 

In the UK, Health & Safety Executive (HSE) provide the 
national guidelines for event safety management

Are Governing Bodies doing enough?

London Triathlon - 13,000 
entrants 

50% of people taking part 
each year are new to the 
sport

Triathlon is the fastest growing mainstream sport in the 
world
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Open water swimming is the fastest growing mass 
participation sport in the world

Lorne Pier to Pier swim –
4000 competitors!

British ‘Great Swim Series’ –
7000 competitors

Hundreds of Charity Swims 
now being organised
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Commercial & Charity Events

Most Local Authorities don’t know 
anything about Open Water Events!

=  variable levels of event water 
safety provision, often inadequate

Private event organisers only need to satisfy the 
requirements of the Local Authority where their event takes 
place, normally NOT the Governing Body

The research, compilation and publication of;

National Guidelines for the Risk Assessment and 
Management of Event Water Safety

Led by SLSGB and RoSPA, in partnership with the University 
of Derby, the only University in the UK to offer a diploma in 
Event Safety Management

Sponsored by Sportscover
Insurers of SLSGB, SLSA and ILS

The Solution……..
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New standards will include the requirement to 
lodge all reportable incidents in the national 
Water Accident and Incident Database (WAID)

Any event involving swimming and/or human powered water 
craft

• Open water swimming 
• Triathlons (swimming event)
• Lifesaving competitions
• Surfing competitions
• Rowing
• Canoeing

Scope
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• Legal considerations
• Principles of running a water based event
• Developing the Health and safety plan
• Hazard identification, the assessment and control of risk
• Guidance on suitable water safety provision
• Case studies to illustrate current best practice
• Suggested Training & Qualification Competencies

Contents

Potential Users

• Private Companies
• Charities
• Local Authorities 
• Sports organisations 
• Clubs
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Stakeholder engagement

Anticipated launch date

March 2012 @ RoSPA National Water Safety Congress, UK

Next steps

Help please!

Best practice from ILS Federations, other international 
sporting Federations

Examples and lessons learned….  All gratefully received

http://www.dft.gov.uk/mca/mcga07-home.htm
http://www.britishtriathlon.org/
http://www.nationalwatersafety.org.uk/index.asp
http://www.carvemag.com/2011/01/british-surfing-is-dead-long-live-surfing-gb/image001-2/
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